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The International Who'’s Who of Trademark Lawyers has brought together four of the leading
practitioners in the world to discuss key issues facing lawyers today

PARTICIPANTS

EiLa CHEONG Faprizio Jacosaccr
Ella Cheong (Hong Kong) Stndie Legale Jacobacei ¢
Hong Kong Assacian

Italy
: T EW CHALLENGES
: | Who’s Who Legal: Have the recent

- worldwide economic difficulties affected
the nature and amount of work for irademark
lawryers? Which areas remain particularly busy?

Cynthia Rowden: The changes to the economy have affected
evervone, and trademark lvwyers are no exceprion. Clients
expect more value for their money, and services that recognise
the realitics of the impact that the cconomy have had on thei
businesses, There is moch more agention o budgeting, more

etfficient communication, timeliness and sensible business advice,

Ella Cheong: Although the economy worldwide seems nat to
have bounced back completely, nevertheless rademark filings
have inereased, despite trademark owners continuing to reduce or

CynTHIA ROowWDEN
Bereskin & Parr LLIP
Canada

Iris Quannio
Marval O Barrell & Mairal
Argentina

control budgers for some less urgent projecrs such as tde updares
amd raid actions against small-scale infringers. In China, areas
important to trademark owners continue as previously for, fivatly,
anti-counterfeiting actions against medinm-sized and large
infringers, and secondly, new applications for key trademarks,

Iris Quadrio: The economic crisis has no doube had an impact
on the 1P business, particularly as clients are now much mare
budger-conscions and look for practical and ar the same tme
in=depch advice. In view of the nature of tademark work, non-
urgent filings or projects have been postponed and this resulted
in less mrademark prosecunon wark, altheugh business has been
picking up in recent months in this and m other areas as well,
For example, the trademark enforcement area has remaimed
particularly busy. In this regard, we have seen an increase of
trademark conflicts involving use of trademarks in cyberspace
and domain names issues, as the increase in commerce through
the interner has broughe abour an increase in anti-counterfeiting
activity and surveillance. More companies are seeking to
register their trademarks with the Cusroms since the system was
successfully implemented in Argentina in 2007, Last bur not lease,
pretrial mandatory mediation, after 15 years of experience, has
finally been pur into place definitively in the City of Buenos
Aires by Law MNo 26589 continuing te provide an effective
alternative dispute resalution tood and a sustined source of
profesional work for eademark lawyers,

SERVICING

THE CLIENT

Who's Who Legal: How has the velationship
changed between client and law firm? Have there
been any developments in terms of billing rates and
other services?

Fabrizio Jacobacci: Clients have often slashed cheir budgers and
postponed o the subsequent vear all actions thar are not subject
ta an unextendable deadline. Also, while |i[i5:ll:inl:| has been ;
affected only marginally — more cliens require more efficiency,
but the volume of cases has remained unchanged — large filing
programmes are mosthy kept on held or substantally reduced,

El“m“ll FOLICY AR SELRECTION CRITERIAS MOXINEES Hav'E REEN SELFCTED BASED UPON COMPREHENSIVE, ENDUPENDENT SURVEY WK WITH ROTH GENERAL CUHNSEL
AND TRADEAMARE LAWTERS 1N PRIVATE FRACTICE WORLDWIDE, UINLY SPECIALISTS WHO HAVE MET INDEFENDENT INTERMATIONAL RESEARCH CRITERLA ARE LISTED.



